Sexual Violence

Sexual violence encompasses a variety of criminal acts—from sexual threats to unwanted contact to rape. Sexual
violence is pervasive and often traumatizing to its victims. For a number of reasons, however, including the stigma
and insensitive treatment often associated with these crimes, sexual violence remains highly underreported. Sexual
violence is also a difficult concept to measure, primarily due to: inconsistent definitions of sexual assault and rape;
differing reporting requirements across local, state, and national law enforcement; and low conviction rates. While
people of all genders and gender identities are victims of sexual violence, the majority of these acts are perpetrated
by male offenders against female victims. Most victims know the perpetrator in some capacity, either as a friend,
acquaintance, family member, or intimate partner. For more information, see the Campus Victimization fact sheet in
this series.

CRIME TRENDS

Over their lifetime, an estimated 19% of women and 2% of men will have been raped, while 44% of women and 23% of men
will experience some other form of sexual violence.* According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, in the 10 years from 2006
to 2015, the rates of sexual violence for both women and men experienced no significant change. Rates of sexual violence
reported to police also did not change significantly from 2006 to 2015. Consistently across this period, an average of 33% of
sexual victimizations were reported to police.?
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*Estimates based on 3-year rolling averages centered on the most recent year.

DID YOU KNOW?

Of sexual violence victims in 2015, about 19% reported

receiving victim services, which could include information, In 2010, 38% of heterosexual female rape victims were

emotional support, help finding resources, and other 18-24 years old when they were first raped; 28% were first
assistance.” raped between 11 and 17 years old.
Sexual Violence Victims Who Received In 2011, 64% of multiracial women and 40% of multiracial
Victim Services® men had experienced some form of sexual violence other
than rape?
@ Received services (19%)
@ Did not receive services (81%) In 2016, an estimated 14,900 military members
experienced a sexual assault in the year prior—a decrease
from 2014.°

Of inmates in state and federal prison in 2011-2012,
4% reported experiencing sexual victimization.t
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CURRENT DATA ON SEXUAL VIOLENCE

According to the 2010 National Intimate Partner and Sexual
Violence Survey (NISVS), about half (51%) of female victims
of rape reported being raped by an intimate partner, and
40.8% by an acquaintance. For male victims, more than half
(52.4%) reported being raped by an acquaintance, and 15.1%
by a stranger.f
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*Estimates not reported for men due to small sample size.

CAMPUS SEXUAL ASSAULT

A survey of more than 23,000 students across 9 higher
education institutions found that:"

+ 1in5 female students in their fourth year of college
had experienced attempted or completed sexual
assault while in college.

- Freshman women were at greater risk for sexual
assault during the first months of the school year
(August-October) than at any other time throughout
college.

« About 65% of surveyed rape victims reported the
incident to a friend, family member, or roommate. Less
than 10% reported it to police or school officials.

In 2015, the Association of American Universities
(AAU) published a report on sexual assault and sexual
misconduct. Based on a survey of more than 150,000
students at 27 universities, their findings indicated:'

« 11.7% of student respondents reported experiencing
some form of nonconsensual sexual contact.

+  The most common reason for not reporting sexual
assault and sexual misconduct victimization was
that students did not consider the victimization to be
serious enough.

+  Other common reasons for not reporting sexual assault
and sexual misconduct included fear that nothing
would be done, embarrassment, and emotional
distress.

THE COST OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE

The estimated lifetime cost of rape victimization is
$122,461 per victim, or $3.1 trillion for all rape victims.
Lost work productivity and medical costs are the highest
costs associated with rape victimization, totaling $1.6 and
$1.2 trillion, respectively. Criminal justice service activities
associated with rape victimization total $234 billion, while
other costs, including victim property loss or damage, total
$36 billion.¢

Economic Burden of Sexual Violence®
by type of cost
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