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Letter to the Editor

Readers’ letters and comments are often the most read sections of newspapers and news websites. They are great 

tools for building awareness about National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. By writing a letter to the editor, you can link 

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week or one of your organization’s programs to a current local, state, or national issue 

by showing why readers should care about the rights and concerns of crime victims. Ideally, you would cite a reliable 

recent study, quote statistics about the crime or issue, or stress the need for more research about crimes that are often 

hidden or underreported. 

Consider asking local law enforcement officers or other organizations to partner with you or write their own letters 

to highlight the needs of crime victims and how the public can help. Letters that are endorsed by multiple community 

groups will receive more attention. When you submit the letter to the editor, include your contact information so that 

the newspaper can reach you if it decides to print your letter. If the newspaper does not publish your letter, consider 

submitting it to a local organization that publishes a newsletter, post it on your website, or share it on social media. 

 5 Elements of an Attention-Grabbing Letter

• Respond to an article or commentary recently published. Begin your letter by citing this article.

• Keep it brief: no more than 250 to 300 words.

• Include a call to action. 

• Use verified facts and reference the original source.

• Include information on where people can learn more about the issue.
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Sample Letter to the Editor

The Word “Stalking” Should Not be Used Lightly

Romantic comedies often have story lines with similar tropes: a young man meets a young woman who initially 

scorns his advances. But he won’t take no for an answer. When he shows up at her house or workplace uninvited, he 

is charming and persistent, and eventually wins her heart.  While these movies may appear endearing and harmless, 

they portray stalking behaviors as acceptable and even necessary components of romantic relationships, and shape or 

reinforce dangerous cultural norms. 

According to the National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey, over 7.5 million people are stalked in 

the United States each year. Stalking behaviors can range from repeated, unwanted text messages, phone calls, and 

emails, to threats of physical violence, to the offender showing up uninvited at the victim’s workplace, school, or home. 

To outside observers, repeated text messages and phone calls may appear annoying rather than dangerous or 

threatening. Yet these behaviors may indicate a larger, more insidious pattern of ignoring boundaries in order to 

impose control that can end in fear, harm, or death. While stalking is defined as a crime under the law in all 50 states, 

the District of Columbia, the U.S. territories, and the federal government, it is rarely reported and seldom prosecuted.

We must change the narrative surrounding seemingly benign but unwanted behaviors, and acknowledge them for 

what they are: a crime. By recognizing and raising awareness of dangerous actions we can help keep victims safe and 

hold perpetrators accountable before they escalate to physical violence.

[Name] 

[Organization] 

[City, State] 




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		2018NCVRW_LetterToEditor_Eng_508.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 2

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 1

		Passed: 29

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
